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Rensselaer County Dept. of Health .
County Office.Buil4fng
Troy. NY 12180
Attn; Dave Wilber
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'1I!1-2iJ.6 f9/86)-25c NEWYORKSHTE DEPARTMENTOf ENVIRON~ENTALCONSERVATIONr-------------....,
I DEe PERMITNUM8ER I 0: I EFFECTIVEDATE I

Mav 15. 1989
PERMIT I EXPIRATIONDATE(s)

Under the Environmental Conservation Law
\':

May 15, 1994 SP{)ff'M,..., I), "~O /t11C

D Article 15. Title 3; 6NYCRR 327,
328, 329: Aquatic Pesticides

D Artlcle 15. ntle 5:
Prot8ction of Water

O ArtIcle 15, Title 15:
Water Supply

O Article 15. Title 15:
Water Transport

DArticle 15, Title 15:
, Long ISland Wells

DArticle 15. Title 27:
WHd, 'Scenic and Recreational
Rivers

0'6NVCRR 608:
Water Quality CertlflcaJlon

r--l Article 17, Titles 7, 8;;
~ SPOES '
1.1 Article 19:
~ Air Pollution Control*

O Article 23, Title 27:
Mined Land Reclamat~n

O·ArtIcle 24: "
Freshwater Wetlands

N-New, R-Renewal. M-MOCUflcatlon,
. c-construct, (*only), o-oper~ (*onIY)

O Article 25:
Tidal W~tlands'0 Article 27, Title 7; 6NYCRR 360:
Solid Waste Management*

D Article 27, 11t1e 9; 6NYCRR 373:
Hazardotls Waste Management

O ArtICle 34:
Coastal ' Erosion Management

O Article 36:
Roodplatn Management

D Articles 1, 3, 17, 19, 27, 37:
6NVCRR 380: Radiation Control

PERMITISSUEDTO ~ I

Taconic. Plastics, Led. . :
ADDRESSOF PERMITTEE ~ I

P.O. Box 69, Petersburg, NY 12138
IICENT FOR PERMITIEE)CONTACTPER50H ~ I TELEPHONEHUMBER
Harvey Teal. Technical Director ~ 518-658-3202

NAMEANDAOOR£S5OF PROJECT/I'ACILITYrlf dlller"'l f",m I'ttrmlltee) J •

LOCATIONOF PROJECT/FACILlTV I COUNTY 1·10WNICITVNlLLACE , I UTMCooRDINIlTES
Coonbrook R.oad Rensselaer Petersbur...i_ (T)

DE5CRII'TIONOf AUTHORIZEDACTIVITY. '.
l't\~••••••••- 100ael of 'D1:'OC ••• waetewater to u'i-, -ounct~n-t-.r-~'"as Der attached SPDES

•
Permit. Construct air emission points aOOG and ~OOH and after inspection. operate

~
said emission points as per attached Air Pollution Control Permit.

r

GENERAL CONDITl0I!S .
By accept •••" vf thb permlf, the permittee a,'1eI that the ,~t iJ conllnsent upon Ifrlel COIIIpll.
anet with the EeL, .lIapplle.bl. relulAdonJ and tile condillallf specified henJln Dr Ittached. hereto.

"t , The permlllee shall file in tho office orchIl appropriate r.alonol perm.!!admlnittralor, orotb:f, dl.lanilld Inthl sPlcla1condIt/on.,. notice of fftllntlan to commence
work at lee.1 ~8 hours In advance of the time of comment.mene Ind shIll also nOllfy It prolllPtly In wrltln, of the comDletlDnof tile wolk.

2. The plftl'liltedwork III•• be subject to Inspeotl"" by • n .uthcr~~ ...".lenlallve of lIIe DIP' nt of EnvironmentalConlelVJtlonwhich may order the w",k <uspended II
·the IIIIblicInte",st IQ raqul•.•1 pur..,ant 10 Eel §71.(l301 and SAPA1401(3). !(

3. The plrmitIH h•• accepted IIlCpren/v,by thl Ix.cvtlon DlIh<!applicatIon, the iulll.pl.....,,""JibUlty for III dlml~, direct or Indif«t, of whatever nllUle, Ind by whamev.,
,uff,mI, .,/sIn, OUIat 'hi proJtcI dticrJbMIhweInand hu IIJRd to lndermlly and save hlmlles;:1heStat. /tom JIII!J,IctIOll.l,dlmaru and com of everyn••••• and dtscrIp.
tlon "'u Illn, ham the said project, i

• The DtPlrtment reserve" the rI,hl to modIfV,w'IlII'd or revoko this permit It any time Ifter: due notic., and, If ,equelled, hold. hearlna when:
I) the Kope of th. prolect Is eKctedod or a v/olotlon of any condilian of the permit or p~ovlslonlof the EeL Ind plftlnent resul.Uoru are found; or
b) the plrmlt WI. obl.lnod bVmlll'epresenllltion or failure to dllclo~ relevent'let!; 0' .;
cl nowly cflscovtted Information or .I.nlflcant phyticil chana" Ire clf.colftlledsince the eemlft was blUed,

S. The Plllmltt•• Is'lI$pon.lble /0( keepln. the pmnlt actiVItby submlulns a n","wal application, inCIudinaany fo,•••••fea orlupplamlntallnform.llon whichm.y be requlr8cf
by th. Dapartman,. no I••• r Chin 30 d.V$ nao days for SPDES01 Solid or HaZirduous Was'" Manapment p ••••• It» prior to the eqlr.tkon date,

6, This permit shall not ba "anJlruld as con.-vtn, to the applicant any rI&h110 tN.pw upon tha iands or Intorte•.•with 11M!rlparlln rlshtt 01 others In'order to per/olm the
' pennlUod work or •• author/zlnl th Impllrmlll1t olinI' rlahls, lide or Inlermt In I~.I or perral property IM!ldor vUled In a parson not a party 10 !hI permit.

7, The pe,mittee II responsible for DbtalnJn.anv otller permlu, approvals. lancb. !!asemenu ant( ,la/ll5-of,waywhIch ••••y be requl..d 10/ till. proJee~
e. IOlUarIeeofthll permit bVthe Departrntnldoes not, unll51exp,essly proylded lor. modify,$II!' IIIIIruclnd an order on co,,,ent ord_mfn.tlon by thl Comml"loner

Issued heretofo,. by the Depa,tmenl or Iny of thl turns. conclltlons. or requlrements conlal d In such order or d.lennlnatlon.
g Artymodlflcatlon of thl$ po""lt .,Inlod by Iha Depetbnenl mwt be In wrlUns Ind ot14ched '.reta.

PERMITISSUANCEDATE I PERMITADMINISTRATOR I AO~ESS2176 Guilderlancf Avenue
May 8. 1989 William J. Clarke ~ S~h2np~~Anv_ NY 12306

AUTHORIZEDSIGNATURE
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91·20·2e (7/84) Facility I[}I, NY-022-3101

Part 1, Page 3 of --:!o4__

':' ;
t

Definition of Daily Averageand Daily ~imum

The dail~ average dischar~e Is the total discharge ,b~.weight or In olhe, appropriate unl~sasspeclfled herein, during a eaten-

dar·month divided by th~ number,of days in ~e month t,~at the prod,tion or commerclal facility was operating. Where less
than daily sampling is r.equlred by this permit, the dally average disc'frrge shall be determined by th~ summation of all the

measured daily disc~~rges in appropriate units as specified herein div~ed by the number of days during the calendar month
when the measurements were made.' " ~ .

Th,e daily maximum discharge means the total discharge by weight o~ in other appropriate units as specified herein, during
anycalendar day.

Monitorl"8 Locations

Permittee shall take' samples and measurements to meet the monito~Jn8 requirements at the location(s) indicated below~.. .
(S'how locations of outfalJs ~ilh sketch or flow diagram as apprOPriati' .

.~ N

.T~conic Plastics, Ltd.
Peter~burg.N.Y.

DEe #4~3834-4/6-0

DUtfa:l,l 004

~.

Page 5.of 7
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Item 9. Explain how all Facilityprocess water and wastewater Is handled, discharged and/or
disposed.

Process Water

Processwater, aswell asthe main water supply for the plant, Issupplied by the following;

• Buildings 2/4; Well #1 (362 feet deep)
• Buildings 4/5; Well #2 (400 feet deep)
• Buildings 6/9/10/11; Well #3 (60 feet deep)
• Building 1; RussellRoadSurfaceWater Pond

Process Wastewater

Taconic has, since 1961, manufactured PTFEcoated fabrics. PTFE historically contained
approximately 1% PFOAas a processing agent (since 2013 PTFEused by Taconic no longer
contained PFOA). At the facility, PTFEis mixed with water supplied by the plant wells, and
additives, such as ammonia, formic acid, surfactants, and pigments. The PTFEmixture is then
pumped into long shallow dip pans at the base of each surface coating oven. Raw fiberglass
fabric is unrolled and pulled Into the dip pan. As the PTFEmixture coats the fiberglass, the
fiberglass is pulled vertically up through the surface coating oven, where it is dried, baked, and
then sintered. The coated fiberglass is re-rolled back from the top of the oven and the process
is repeated multiple times to place multiple coats of the PTFEmixture on the fiberglass.

After the completion of a PTFEmixture run, mixtures left over in the dip pans are pumped Into
drums and sent offslte as non-hazardous waste.

Wastewater from the PTFEsurface coating oven process Is primarily generated by the rinsing of
the dip pans with spray water hoses, supplied by the plant wells, after residual mIxtures have
been pumped into drums for offsite disposal. In addition, wastewater is generated from the
rinsing of pails and panswith spray water hoses,supplied by the. plant wells, done in industrial
and laboratory sinks. lastly, wastewater is also generated from the mopping of the production
floors In the surface coating oven manufacturing areas.

Wastewater generated from Oven Rooms4 and 5, and the laboratory sinks is pumped directly
into the onslte Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) storage tank located in Oven Room 4.
Wastewater generated from Oven Room 6 is pumped into an underground storage tank inside
the oven room. Wastewater generated from Oven Room 11 is pumped into an aboveground
storage tank inside the oven room. Wastewater from Oven Rooms 6 and 11 is then pumped
Into a small tank truck and is transported to Building 4. Wastewater is unloaded outside of
Building 4 and pumped into the wVirrp storage tank located inside Oven Room4.

6 TAC EPA 00007



Item 10. Identify the locations of all septic systems currently or formerly used by the Facility,
including leach fields, the dates of use and the materials discharged into such system.

Please, see the SPDES Permit provided in response to Item 2 above and the CHA Reports
provided in response to Item 3 above. Please also see the facility's General Permit (Numbered
000084 - 000097.

Item 11. Describe the corporate or legal relationship between Tonoqa, Inc. dba Taconic, Tonoga
Limited, Tonoga Brazil, and any other affiliated corporate entity related to the operations at the
Facility. In addition, please provide a chronology showing the acquisitions, mergers, or
dissolutions involving these companies.

Tonoga, Inc. d/b/a Taconic [the "Company") Is a Delaware corporation. The Company Is a
successor in interest to Tonoga Limited, a Republic of Ireland corporation, which is a successor
in interest to Taconic Plastics Limited, a United Kingdom corporation, which Is a successor in
interest to Taconic Plastics lnc., a New York corporation. The Cornpanv's history is summarized
as follows:

• 1969 - Taconic Plastics Inc. was founded (incorporated in New York)

• 1981 - Taconic Plastics Limited d/b/a Taconic Plastics was incorporated In United
Kingdom ("Taconic UK"). Taconic UK purchased all ofthe assets and assumed all ofthe
liabilities of Taconic Plastics Inc. Taconic Plastics Inc. was subsequently llquldated.

• 1991- Tonoga Limited d/b/a Taconic Plastics was incorporated In the Republic of Ireland
("Taconic Ireland"). Taconic Ireland acquired all of the assets and assumed all of the
liabilities of Taconic UK. .Taconic UK was subsequently liquidated.

• 2002 - Tonoga. Inc. d/b/a Taconic (the Company) was incorporated in Delaware. The
Company acquired all of the assets and assumed all of the liabilities of Taconic Ireland.
Taconic Ireland was subsequently liquidated.

Tonoga Brazil Holdings LLC ("Tonoga Brazil") is a Delaware limited liability company that Is
wholly-owned by the Company. Tonoga Brazil is a holding company that owns all of the stock
of a company that operates in Brazil. The activities of Tonoga Brazil and its subsidiary are not
related in any way to the operation of the facility.

Item 12. Describe when Tonoga, Inc. dba Taconic first discovered that PFOA, PTFE, or its
constituents were potentially hazardous or toxic, and provide any and all documents related to
such discovery.

In 2003, Taconic learned that EPA had expressed concern about PFOA. At the time, EPA said
there was insufficient scientific evidence to recommend consumers stop using products made
with PFOA. Thus, EPA chose not to regulate the compound or provide exposure limits. Despite

7 TAC EPA 00008
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91~('/B9) SPDES No.: U!- -7 --- ',.

Part 1, Page _2_ of' 4

EFFL~ENT LIMITATIONS AND ~9NITORING ~EQUIREMENT'

During the period' beginning·· : ~P ~

and lasting untO' .. . . J1:xPD
. . . ~~.

'th~ d~harges from the permitted facllity..shall be'lImlted and mon1rad by the parmlttae a~ specified b,elOW:
~ , .

Minimum
MonitorIng ·.Requlre.~ents

. Measurement' Sample
Units Frequency " ' Type

.
Outfall Number &
atluant Piram~er.

I:)lscharge Umltatlont,
Dally Avg" Dally ~ax, ,

I
Flow
Nitrogen" Ammonia
Foaming Agen~s (MBAS)
pH (range)

.Dutfalis .CUl2and 003

Moilit'lr
M6n-ito.r
'1.0 ~

6.5 ••8.5

Sanitary wastewater ~D g~oundwater.

...~

, <

gpd'
mg/l
DIg/! "
au

Quarterly
Quarterly
Quarterly
Quarterly

Estimate
Grab
Grab
Grab

!

Ito,

•

I

f ""

TAC EPA,00128
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91·20·2a (7/641

FINAL EFFLUENT lIMITATlON.S AND MONITORING REQ~IREMENTS

").

, , .

Facility 10#I "jI~l;nltl
Pari T. Page 2 of --=-4__

During the Period Bt'ginning ~ 1S, \"

and lasting until '.' ,., •••• \uro ,
the discnarMt's from the permitted facility. shall be limited and monilorfd by the .

permittee as ,pecified below: ~

, .

OUlfali Number 8.
Effluent Parameter'

Gross
Discharge Limitations

Daily' Avp;. ' Daily Max,

Flow
Nitrogen. Ammonia
Foaming Agents' ~MBAS)
Qutfa118 002. 003. and 004:
••.• I ••• P' ••.•• 0_·..
(Sanitary waste only·to groundwater)

.Monitor
.Monitor
Monitor

Monitor
Monitor

1.0

~ .•~18.~4d.LhO

',•. ~~:'.~.. .t.. ....:.

Units

gpd
mg/l

. mg/l

Minimum
,.~QOitOtin~ Requirements

Measurt>ment Sanipie
F,requency Type

Quarterly
Quar~erly
Quarterly

Measured
Grab
Grab

, .

".
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments: Berlin Water District Letter.pdf

Dear Supervisor Robert Jaeger:

Please find the letter we discussed attached. Thank you.

Deanna Ripstein
Director of Strategic Priorities and Planning

New York State Department of Health
Center for Environmental Health .
Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower Rm. 1629
Albany, NY 12237
518-486-7042
deanna.ripstein@health.ny·gov

1 TAC EPA 04818



4WYORK
JEOF
ORJUNITY.

ANDREW M. CUOMO
Governor

Department
of Health

HOWARD A. ZUCKER; M.D., J.D.
Commissioner

SALLY DRESLIN, M.S., R.N.
ExecutiveDeputyCommissioner

Supervisor Robert C. Jaeger
Town of Berlin
PO Box 307
Berlin, New York 12022

Re: Berlin Water District
Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA) Sampling
(T) Berlin, Rensselaer County

Dear Supervisor Jaeger:

The NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) received notice from
Tonoga, Inc. d/b/a Taconic (Taconic), identifying the presence of PFOA in groundwater at, and
near, the Taconic facility in Petersburgh, NY. After receiving notice, the NYS Department of
Health (DOH) met at the Taconic facility with officials from the County, DEC, and
representatives from Taconic. The purpose of the visit was to review groundwater sampling
results collected by Taconic.

As part of its review of the PFOA contamination at Taconic, on February 13, 2016, the
DOH collected samples at the Berlin Water District #2. Samples were collected from the north,
south, and west wells representing untreated water. An additional sample was collected from a
location within the distribution system representing finished water. The DOH's Wadsworth
Center analyzed the samples for PFOA.

This letter confirms the preliminary results of this sampling. PFOA was detected in the
water samples collected from the north, south, and west wells at concentrations of 10.3, 13.8,
and 9.94 parts per trillion (ppt) respectively. PFOA was detected in the finish water sample at a
concentration of 9.51 ppt. The most recent US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

. advisory level for PFOA in drinking water is 400 ppt, while EPA Region 2 has indicated that
Hoosick residents should not drink water at 100 ppt.

Taconic is the closest potential source of PFOA. We are continuing to investigate the
potential sources of the PFOA. Should you have questions, please contact me at (518) 402-
7510.

Sincer:~ey,

//~ r

~SWideC
Regional Environmental Health Director
Center for Environmental Health

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower, Albany, NY 122371heallh.ny.gov TAC EPA 04819



From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Karen Toth
Wednesday, February 17, 2016 10:12 AM
'david.phillips@health.ny.gov'
Taconic Filtration
Carbon Filter Wells DOH Application & Approval.pdf

Hello David. I was just informed to notify you about our planned maintenance on our plant water wells.

We are performing a maintenance task tomorrow for our two existing plant wells #2 and #3, to replace the carbon in our
existing approved tanks with the same amount of the DOH recommended F400 carbon.

For our plant well #1, the approved carbon tank was replaced with 3 carbon cartridges in early 2012. Tomorrow, we are
going back to the original approved system, and replacing the 3 carbon cartridges with. the approved 80 Ib carbon tank,
filling it with F400 carbon.

Please find attached the original application, design details, and approvals for these systems. Please let me know if you
would like additional information to help expedite this process and feel free to call me anytime.

Thank you for your assistance.

Thank you.

Karen Toth
Environmental Manager
TACCNU:::
136 Coon brook Road
Petersburgh, NY 12138
(518) 658-3202,288
www.4taconic.com

1 TAC EPA 04797

http://www.4taconic.com
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91·2Q..2e (7184) Facility I£>'ft, NY-Q22-3107

Part 1, Page 3 of~4 __

Definition of Dally Average and Daily Maximum

The daily. average discha~e is the total discharge .b~.WI!ightor in othe~appropr~te unl~ as.speclfled herein, during a eaten-

dar·month divided by th~ number.of days in ~e mont.h t.~atthe prod,tion or commercial facility was operating, ~ere less

than daily sampling is r.equlred by thiS.permit, the dally average discljfrge shall be determined by th~ summation of all the

measured daily disc~~rge5 in appropriate units asspecifled herein div'ied by the number of days during the calendar month

when the measurements were made,' '. ~ .

I';.!
r

The daily maximum discharge means the total discharge by weight o~ in other appropriate units as specified herein, during

any,calendar day.

Monitor!~ Locations

Permittee shall take' samples and measurements to meet the monito~~ngrequirements at the lotation(sllndicated below~

(S-howlocations of o~tfalls ~ilh sketch or flow diagr~m as apprOPriatil. '

" N

.T~conic Plastics, Ltd.
Petersburg, N.Y.

DEe n4~3834-4/6-0

Otitfa:],l004

'OUtfall 003
~.

Page 5.of 7
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SPDES 110.1 MY. OZZ l10r

PM" 1, pqa 1of -t..

~~fiDi tiOD of D~ilY Av._rage,and Da,Uy ~mWll .
The dally ,~F'IIP dlad1l11"8e,~ the totel dlacll!lr;t by ~I"'t or In IChar •••• oprl.t. II1fts •• apecfffed herein,

clIrfng II calendar .mth, divided by the nurber of deya In the IIIORthlithltthe production or CORIIIerclalfacllfty,

11111aper.tlna. WhI~11_ ,thll'l dall~ ~WIII ~I required by thl. rl:lllt,~ thll dlHy IVIIreBIIdlKhat-;e ••••n ,bI

detemined by the _Cion cif IIU.-the meeaured daUy, dllchllrpa fn~oprf~t. unite •• apeclfled herein

dlylded by tha, runber of aye 4Jr'",~th. calendar racnth wilen th,e IIIIlaurll1lll'ltll ;,. ••• made. The ,deUy 1IIIlC1!UI

dla~er.ge,,,,,, t~ total discharge by weight ~ In other Ipproprla\e unlo .1' apeclfled hareln, dlrfllll lI1Y

c~lendar. dey. •

Monitoring Loaationa'
, .

Permltt •• ahlll" tlka IIIIIIpLI8 and maaaUrll1llnts to IIIIIt tit. ~ftorl, requfr_nta at the locttlon(8) fndfCllttd 01'1tile

aleetell ar flow diagram beLIIII,

( ,

Outfall 'I
D03~,; ;

[~l
c

~~oP

)] ,;/41
Il,Jlf

r
/,

1:
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136 CoonbrookRoad • P.O.Box 69
PeterSburgh, New York 12138

Telephone: 5ie.658.3202
Fax: 518.658.3204·

August 3, 2005

Mr. JobnDunn
Bureau of Water Supply Protection
New York State Department of Health
Flanigan Square
547 River Street
Troy, New York: 12180

TAC EPA 04775

Dear Mr. Dunn:
'.~

Re: Taconic, Peters burgh, NY

We have recently undertaken voluntary efforts to evaluate the presence and level of
perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) at or near the Taconic facility. Attached please find
copies of the laboratory analytical reports related to the presence of this compound in
groundwater at or near the facility,

After you have had a chance to look through the enclosed, could you please contact me at
your earliest convenience so that we can arrange a.meeting to discuss this information? I
can be reached at (518) 658-3202 ext. 288.

Sincerely,

~~

' ...
". '. _ ;". .1"-

I- • • _ "'7 • '.' .~ • . • . • •

Andrew Kawczak
Environmental Manager

cJ Mr. Richard Eldet, Public Health Engineer
Rensselaer County Department of Health
1600 Seventh Avenue
Troy, NY 12180

DOHinfoLetter


